TAX RATABLES 
Compiled by: Carla Welsh (nee Seitz) 


Background: Over the Covid quarantine, when everything shut down, I had spent some time at my local 
Family History Center going through every tax list for Egg Harbor Township, Gloucester County, New 
Jersey. My goal was to record every single person with any variation of the “Jeff” surname that existed. 
The only surviving tax lists that exist range from 1773-1802. I use the tax lists as a census, and by using 
these lists, I was able to then break genealogical brick walls for myself and many others. I use the tax lists 
as Clues, and I will research deeds and probate records of landowners and adjacent landowners to verify 
generational connections, which lead to finding other things like church records, and these records concur 
with the tax lists. I have pretty much read through all of Gloucester County and Atlantic County’s Deed 
books, probate records, Orphan Court records, Surveys, and other documents. Because of all this, I pretty 
much know all the families of old Egg Harbor Township, inside and out. The tax lists are in very poor 
condition. Many things are misspelled. Someone that is not familiar with the families of Egg Harbor 
Township, will probably not be able to understand who a lot of the people are, due to all the misspellings 
and sloppy handwriting. Because I have read through many land records, I know the locations of where 
many of the families lived, too. This has actually also led me to discovering an ancient Steelman burial 
ground in Steelmanville that has been long forgotten! Long story short, the Jeffryes family was an early 
family of Egg Harbor Township. The earliest Jeffryes man I could find was William Jeffryes, per 1759 
deed not recorded until 1834, and he is on the 1773 tax list. The Jeffryes surname was spelled “Jeffryes.” 
That is how the family signed their name on legal documents. Town recorders could not spell this name. I 
have found it even as “Tegphares” or “Geffris.” The “Jeffers” spelling was used a lot. The surname ended 
up as “Jeffries.” Since William Jeffryes is the earliest man of this area, I believe he is the progenitor of 
this family. I suspect he was born in the early 1730s. I think he may have come to the area directly from 
Scotland/England as an indentured servant to Andrew Blackman, Sr. I have performed an extensive 
professional search, and have exhausted all sources, and he does not connect to any other Jeff—- families 
anywhere else in the USA (not Rhode Island, not Pennsylvania, and not any other families with the name 
in other parts of New Jersey). It was passed down in my family that our Jeffryes side was from Scotland. I 
don’t know how true that is, but a lot of people from this side have red/orange hair and fair skin with 
freckles, which are features consistent with Scottish/Celtic people, in my opinion. Andrew Blackman, Sr., 
was one of the more prominent men of the area, and he frequently had servants. He was from the New 
England area, per Pastor Wrangel’s journal. Andrew Blackman, Sr., married Mary/Maria Allen (nee 
Steelman), the daughter of James Steelman and Ist wife Susannah Toy. James Steelman was another 
prominent man of the area, who had died in Egg Harbor Township in 1734. James is likely buried in the 
ancient Steelman burial ground in the Steelmanville section of Egg Harbor Township, per my research. 
His plantation was right in that area when he died. His son Peter from his second marriage is probably 
also buried in it. James Steelman is my 7th great-grandfather on one line, and my 8th great-grandfather on 
another line. William Jeffryes’ son is most definitely John W. Jeffryes (1757-1842), who married Judith 
Steelman (1763-1825), daughter of Andrew Steelman and Hannah Ingersoll. William Jeffryes, and then 
John W. Jeffryes, land and plantation was adjacent to Andrew Blackman, Sr.’s land, so the Jeffryes 
plantation and land was in the Steelmanville/Bethel area of Egg Harbor Township, all along Ocean 
Heights Avenue, which used to be called “Old Neck Road” and referred to as “the Neck.” They also 
owned land and marsh and areas for clamming and oyster farming in other parts of Egg Harbor Township, 


too. The family eventually spread out to other surrounding areas, like Somers Point. My Jeffries line 
stayed in the Steelmanville area, and had homes all along Ocean Heights Avenue. My great-grandmother 
was Ella Headley (nee Jeffries), the daughter of Daniel Walter Jeffries and Nancy “Annie” Mason. 


*Ege Harbor Township and Great Egg Harbor Township are the same place. The area was originally a 
part of Gloucester County, NJ, but on 7 FEB 1837, it became a part of Atlantic County, NJ. 

This area is NOT to be confused with Little Egg Harbor Township, or Egg Harbor City, which are 
different places, with different families. 


And now, for the tax lists: 


SEP 1773: GREAT EGG HARBOR Township, Gloucester County, New Jersey 

Freeholder, WILLIAM JEFFRYES, owned 50 acres of improved land. 

*William Jeffryes is the only man with the Jeffryes surname on the entire tax list. No one else has any 
name even close to this name. 

*Men who were neighbors to William Jeffryes: Andrew Blackman, Sr. (owned 300 acres), Peter Steelman 
(owned 150 acres). Also nearby were: Return Badcock, David Blackman, Joseph Scull, John Badcock, 
Richard Mannering, and Joshua Smith. 

*Per deed from 1759 I found, not recorded until 1834, William’s land bordered the properties of Andrew 
Blackman, Sr., and Peter Steelman, which concurs with this tax list, and that’s why they are listed next to 
each other, because their lands were adjacent to one another. William disappears after this tax list. I 
strongly feel he is the father of John W. Jeffryes (1757-1842, married Judith Steelman). 

*Andrew Blackman, Sr., was married to Mary/Maria (Steelman) Allen, daughter of James Steelman and 
lst wife Susannah Toy. When Andrew died in 1785, he left his land there to his son, Andrew Blackman, 
Jr., who married Christiana Steelman. Christiana was the sister of Judith Steelman (who married John W. 
Jeffryes). Christiana and Judith are the daughters of Andrew Steelman and Hannah Ingersoll. 

*Peter Steelman is son of James Steelman and 2nd wife Katherine Ouster (first wife was Susannah Toy). 
So Peter and Mary/Maria (the wife of Andrew Blackman, Sr.) were half siblings. Peter was married to 
Sarah _. He died 1785. After his death, Sarah married Jacob Doughty. 

*T am a direct Jeffryes/Jeffries descendant. My great-grandmother was Ella Headley (nee Jeffries), 
daughter of Daniel Walter Jeffries and Nancy “Annie” Mason. I am also a direct Steelman descendant in 2 
ways. John W. Jeffryes and Judith Steelman are my 5th great-grandparents. Therefore, I strongly feel 
William Jeffryes (on this tax list) is my 6th great-grandfather. The Peter Steelman on this 1773 tax list is 
my 6th great-grandfather from my other Steelman line (my other 5th great-grandparents are Nathaniel 
Risley and Sarah Steelman, and Sarah was daughter of Peter. This line I proved with The Swedish 
Colonial Society). My family intermarried on multiple lines, so most people that Iam DNA matched with, 
we are matched in 2 to sometimes up to 5 different ways, due to all the intermarriages. My tree collapses 
on itself in multiple ways. 


JUN 1778: GREAT EGG HARBOR Township, Gloucester County, New Jersey 

Freeholder, JAMES JEFFERS, owned 50 acres of improved land, land value is 75, owned 1 horse, 5 
cattle. 

*Nearby neighbors are Andrew Blackman (owns 300 acres), Peter Frambush (owns 50 acres), Return 
Badcock (owns 150 acres), John Blackman (owns 100 acres), Richard Steelman (owns 250 acres), and 
Joshua Smith (owns 300 acres). 

*Per probate and Orphan Court records, James Jeffryes died intestate in 1795 in Egg Harbor Township, 
and he married Phoebe ___, and they did have children, but the children’s names are not listed. James is 
likely a son of William Jeffryes, from the 1773 tax list. 

*James is not on the 1773 tax list, because he was not yet 21. Since he first appears on this 1778 tax list, 
then he must have been born about 1753-1755. 

*James is the only person with the Jeff— surname on this list. 


FEB 1780 - GREAT EGG HARBOR Township, Gloucester County, New Jersey 

Freeholder, JAMES JEFFRYES, owns 50 acres, | horse, 5 cattle, 4 hogs. 

Freeholder, JOHN JEFFRYES, owns 100 acres, 3 horned cattle. 

*This is the first mention of John on the tax ratables. John’s neighbors are Return Badcock and Andrew 
Blackman, and James lives in a different spot but is still close by. John lives where William Jeffryes once 
lived. Since most young men started out with 50 acres, John probably had his new 50 acres, plus got 
William’s 50 acres which equals 100 acres. 

*Per all the deeds I have read through, John’s land was where William Jeffryes’ land once was, right next 
to Andrew Blackman, Sr.’s lands, by the Steelman lands. This is around and in the Steelmanville area of 
Egg Harbor Township, along Ocean Heights Avenue (used to be called Neck Road). This area was 
referred to as “the Neck.” 

*John and James are probably brothers. 

*John W. Jeffryes married Judith Steelman. 

*Since this is the first mention of John on the tax lists, he had to be 21, and this correlates with his 
birthdate, which he states in his application for pension for serving as Private in the Revolution. His 
birthdate is 14 SEP 1757, Egg Harbor Twp. 


MAY 1780 - GREAT EGG HARBOR Township, Gloucester County, New Jersey 

Freeholder, JAMES JEFFREYS, owns 60 acres, | horse, 4 cattle, 0 hogs. Lives between James Rowbart, 
Richard Westcoat, and Robert Snell. 

Freeholder, JOHN JEFFREYS, owns 100 acres, 3 cattle, 1 hog. 


JAN 1781 - EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP 

Freeholder, JAMES JEFFREYS, owns 60 acres, | horse, 4 horned cattle. His neighbors are James 
Rowbart, Richard Waistcoat, Robert Snell. 

Freeholder, JOHN JEFFREYS, owns 100 acres, 1 horse, 3 cattle, 1 hog. Neighbors are Return Badcock 
and Andrew Blackman. 


AUG 1781 - GREAT EGG HARBOR 

Freeholder, JAMES JEFFRES, owns 50 acres, | horse, 5 cattle, 1 hog. 

Freeholder, JOHN JEFFRES, owns 100 acres, 4 cattle, 1 hog. 

Single Man, Alen Geffres. 

*This is the first appearance of Allen Jeffryes. Allen is probably a younger brother of James and John. He 
probably was born circa 1760-1763. 


JAN 1782 - GREAT EGG HARBOR 

Freeholder, JAMES JEFFERIES, owns 50 acres, 2 cattle, 3 hogs. 

Freeholder, JOHN JEFFERIES, owns 50 acres of improved land, 50 acres of unimproved land, 1 cattle. 
Andrew Blackman is his neighbor. 

Single Man, Allen Jefferies. 


AUG 1782 - GREAT EGG HARBOR 

JAMES GEFFRES, owns 50 acres, 2 horses, 3 cattle. 

JOHN GEFFRES, owns 50 acres improved land, 50 acres unimproved land, 4 cattle. 
*There were no Single Men on this list, so either it was not taken, or it is missing. 


JUL 1783 - EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP 

JOHN GEFFRIS, owns 50 acres land. 

*John is listed in between Zepheniah Steelman and Andrew Blackman, Sr. 

*Zepheniah Steelman lived along present day Ocean Heights Avenue in Steelmanville, where it 
intersected with Steelmanville Road, in Egg Harbor Township, per many deeds I have read through, 
which pinpoints him there. Zepheniah owned 50 acres improved land, and 50 acres unimproved land. 
*Andrew Blackman, Sr., owned 200 acres improved land, and 300 acres unimproved land. He died there 
in 1785. 

*James Jeffryes is not on this list. He was probably away serving in the Revolution. 

* T forgot to write down how many horses, cattle, etc., everyone owned, but that is on that list, too. 


JUL 1784 - GREAT EGG HARBOR 

JOHN JEFFREYS, owns 40 acres, 2 horses. 

*T did not see James on here, nor did I see a section for single men, but I couldn’t zoom in properly due to 
computer issues on the day I looked at this list. 


JUL 1785 - GREAT EGG HARBOR 
JAMES JEFFEREYS, owns 50 acres, 2 horses, 4 cattle. 
JOHN JEFFEROUS, owns 50 acres, 2 horses, 3 cattle. 


JUL 1786 - GREAT EGG HARBOR 

JAMES JEFFRES, owns 50 acres, 2 horses, 4 cattle. 

JOHN JEFFRIS, owns 50 acres, 2 horses, | cattle, and his neighbors are Andrew Blackman (Jr.) and 
Return Badcock. 

*Andrew Blackman, Jr., got the land from his father, Andrew Blackman, Sr., who died in 1785. Per other 
records (probate/deeds, etc.), Andrew Blackman, Jr., married Christiana Steelman. Christiana Steelman is 


sister of Judith Steelman (she married John W. Jeffryes). Older men married MUCH younger women in 
this area, especially amongst the Steelman family. Andrew was about 30 years older than Christiana! 
Documentation I have found confirms everything (land, probate records, marriage license - after Andrew 
Blackman, Jr., died in 1812, Christiana married Joseph Sutton for her 2nd husband). 


AUG 1787 - GREAT EGG HARBOR 

JAMES GEFFERY 

JOHN GEFFRY 

ALLEN GEFFERY 

EVEN GEFFERY 

*James and John are in a different area from Allen and Evan. It is assumed that is because James and John 
are Freeholders (landowners), and Allen and Evan are Single Men. All these guys are brothers. 

*John W. Jeffryes mentions that Evan was his brother in his will. 

*The Evan that is on this list is the Evan that married Abigail Conover. Abigail was an indentured servant 

to Andrew Blackman, Sr., before she married Evan. They had sued Andrew for not giving her the bed and 
wages that were promised to her for her service, per Supreme Court records at New Jersey State Archives 

that I have read through. 


JUL-AUG 1789 - EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP 

JOHN GEFFREE, owns 50 acres land. He is next to Andrew Blackman who owns 200 acres improved 
and 200 acres unimproved land. 

JAMES GEFFRES, owns 50 acres improved land, 100 acres unimproved land. He is in between James 
Steelman and Christopher Rape. 


AUG 1790 - EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP 

JOHN JEFFREE, owns 50 acres land. Lives next to Andrew Blackman, who owns 200 acres improved 
and 200 acres unimproved land. 

JAMES JEFFREE, owns 50 acres land. He lives in between James Steelman and Christopher Rape. 


JUL - AUG 1791 - GREAT EGG HARBOR 
JAMES GEFFRIS, owns 50 acres, 2 horses, 4 cattle. 
JOHN GEFFRIS, owns 50 acres, | horse, 5 cattle. 


SEP 1792 - EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP 

JAMES JEFRIS, owns 50 acres improved land, 50 acres unimproved land. 

*James Jeffryes is listed in between James Steelman and Christopher Rape. 

JOHN JEFRIS, owns 50 acres improved land. 

*John is listed in between Thomas Steelman and Andrew Blackman, Jr. 

EVIN JEFRIS, single man. 

*This is the Evan Jeffryes that married Abigail Conover. He is John’s brother, per John’s will. 


SEP 1793 - GREAT EGG HARBOR 
JAMES JEFRIS, owns 50 acres improved land, 50 acres unimproved land, 1 horse, 4 cattle. 
JOHN JEFRIS, owns 50 acres of improved land, no unimproved land, 1 horse, 4 cattle. 


1794 - GREAT EGG HARBOR 

JAMES JEFFRIS, owns 50 acres improved land, 50 acres unimproved land, 1 horse, 4 cattle. 

JOHN JEFFRIS, owns 50 acres of improved land, no unimproved land, 3 cattle. 

Single Man, EVIN JEFFRIS. 

*John’s neighbors are Zephaniah Steelman, Peter Steelman, Thomas Steelman, Andrew Blackman, and 
Return Badcock. The Steelmans all lived in the Steelmanville area of Egg Harbor Township, per deeds, 
like around Ocean Heights Avenue and Steelmanville Road. 

*Of note, James Jeffryes died after this tax list, per probate and orphan court records. 


SEP 1795 - GREAT EGG HARBOR 

FEBE JEFFROAS, owns 50 acres improved land, 50 acres unimproved land, 4 cattle. 

*The name is misspelled for Phoebe. Phoebe was the wife of James Jeffryes, now deceased. They did 
have children together per the order for when the land was ordered to be sold to pay debt, but the names 
of the children are not mentioned in the record. The neighbor matches up with the other tax lists which 
James is on, Richard Wastcoate. 

JOHN JEFFEROS, owns 50 acres, 3 cattle. 

EVIN JEFFERES (probably a single man.) 


SEP 1796 - GREAT EGG HARBOR 

FEBE JEFFERES, owns 5 acres of land, 2 cattle. 
JOHN JEFFERES, owns 50 acres, 3 cattle. 
*Single Men are not recorded on this list. 


SEP 1797 - EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP 

JOHN JEFFEROUS, owns 50 acres. 

FEBEY JEFFERAS, now owns 50 acres improved land. 

EVEN JEFFERAS, now a householder. No longer a single man. 

*This concurs with Evan’s marriage record to Abigail Covenhover/Conover, dated 11 JAN 1796. 

*Evin is mentioned as the brother of John W. Jeffryes, Sr, in John’s will. 2 of Evin’s daughters are 
mentioned in John’s will: Susan Jeffryes and Hannah (Jeffryes) Fenimore (she was married to Japhet 
Fenimore.) Evin and Abigail also had a son Allen (per his death certificate that lists his parents) who 
married Hannah Boice. Evan probably named his son Allen in honor of his brother Allen. Evan died after 
1804 and before 1812, when Abigail married John Martin as her 2nd husband, and had more children with 
him (per bible records). 


1802 - EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP 

Freeholder, JOHN JEFERIS, owns 50 acres of improved land. 

Freeholder, EVIN JEFFERIS, owns 12 acres of improved land. 

*John and Evin are the only people with the Jeffryes surname on this tax list. 

*Evin 1s now a freeholder, because he owns 12 acres of improved land, though it does not state 
“Freeholder.” 


—--------------- No more surviving tax lists. That is the last one for Egg Harbor Township—---------------- 


To access these images, you have to go to any Family History Center, and log in to FamilySearch.org. 
Then, some are in one catalog, and the others are in the other catalog. 

Some are in the “United States, New Jersey” catalog, under the taxation section. 

The others are in the “United States, New Jersey, Gloucester County” catalog, under that taxation section. 
You should also be able to view these if you go to New Jersey State Archives in person, too. 


